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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today whether you are in the building or worshipping 
from home. We are very glad to be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us.  
 
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would 
like to can be part of our worship. 
 
We are following Government and Church of England 
guidelines to ensure that we have the safest possible experience of 
being with each other for our worship. Please care for yourself and 
others by: 

- Wearing a face mask, unless exempt from doing so. 
- Maintaining a safe distance from others 
- Sanitise your hands 
- Follow the directions of the ministers and stewards, and sit in 

places marked with a green tick. 
 
Please give generously to support St James. You can 

-  
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please speak to Rev Charles 

about this) 
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 

(the QR code will take you to this page)  
- Make an electronic donation via bank 

transfer or standing order. 
- Place a cash donation (white or brown 

envelope) in the plate on the way into or 
out of Church. 
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Some information about our worship today 
 
Baptism is the end of the old life we live for ourselves, and the 
beginning of the new life we live for God. When the Israelites 
escaped from Egypt, God parted the sea and led the people to 
freedom. All that held the people in slavery was drowned. Jesus’ 
death on Good Friday echoes the Israelites’ descent into the sea. In 
raising Jesus from the tomb, God brings Jesus out of the sea, leaving 
sin and death engulfed behind him.  
 
When we are baptised, God brings these stories to life in us. God 
takes away the power of all that oppresses us, and we are born again 
in the Spirit. We are made members of the body of Christ, to share 
Christ’s sufferings and inherit God’s glory. We begin a life of service, 
to God and creation. We join a new family, everlasting and universal: 
the communion of saints.  
 
A lighted candle will be given to Rowan as a picture of the light of 
Christ conquering the darkness of evil. Everyone who is baptised 
walks in that light for the rest of their lives.  
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Preparation 
 
As the organ plays, stewards will show us to our seats and we are welcomed 
to the service: 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all 
All: and also with you. 
 

The Collect 
 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then Rev Charles prays:  
 
Heavenly Father, 
by the power of your Holy Spirit 
you give your faithful people new life in the water of baptism. 
Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit, 
that we who are born again may serve you in faith and love, 
and grow into the full stature of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
now and for ever. 
 All: Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 
 
David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 2 David and 
all the people with him set out and went from Baale-judah, to bring up from 
there the ark of God, which is called by the name of the LORD of hosts who is 
enthroned on the cherubim. 3 They carried the ark of God on a new cart, and 
brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and 
Ahio,[a] the sons of Abinadab, were driving the new cart 4 with the ark of 
God;[b] and Ahio[c] went in front of the ark. 5 David and all the house of Israel 
were dancing before the LORD with all their might, with songs[d] and lyres and 
harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals. 

So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom 
to the city of David with rejoicing; 13 and when those who bore the ark of 
the LORD had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatling. 14 David danced 
before the LORD with all his might; David was girded with a linen ephod. 15 So 
David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting, 
and with the sound of the trumpet. 

16 As the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal daughter of Saul 
looked out of the window, and saw King David leaping and dancing before 
the LORD; and she despised him in her heart. 

17 They brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in its place, inside the tent 
that David had pitched for it; and David offered burnt-offerings and offerings of 
well-being before the LORD. 18 When David had finished offering the burnt-
offerings and the offerings of well-being, he blessed the people in the name of 
the LORD of hosts, 19 and distributed food among all the people, the whole 
multitude of Israel, both men and women, to each a cake of bread, a portion of 
meat,[g] and a cake of raisins. Then all the people went back to their homes. 

 

This is the word of the Lord  

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Ephesians 1:3-14 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us 
in Christ[b] before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before 
him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, 
according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace 
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of 
his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made 
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set 
forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, 
things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an 
inheritance,[c] having been destined according to the purpose of him who 
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who 
were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his 
glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the 
promised Holy Spirit; 14 this[d] is the pledge of our inheritance towards 
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Music for Reflection – Here is Love 

 
1 Here is love, vast as the ocean, 

loving-kindness as the flood, 
when the Prince of Life, our Ransom, 
shed for us His precious blood. 
Who His love will not remember? 
Who can cease to sing His praise? 
He can never be forgotten 
throughout heaven’s eternal days. 
 

2 On the mount of crucifixion 
fountains opened deep and wide; 
through the floodgates of God’s mercy 
flowed a vast and gracious tide. 
Grace and love, like mighty rivers, 
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poured incessant from above, 
and heaven’s peace and perfect justice 
kissed a guilty world in love. 
 
William Rees 
tr.William Edwards (1848-1929) 
  

 

Gospel Reading – Mark 6:14-29 

 
When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

14 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’[c] name had become known. Some 
were[d] saying, ‘John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this 
reason these powers are at work in him.’ 15 But others said, ‘It is Elijah.’ And 
others said, ‘It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.’ 16 But when Herod 
heard of it, he said, ‘John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.’ 

17 For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him 
in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod[e] had 
married her. 18 For John had been telling Herod, ‘It is not lawful for you to have 
your brother’s wife.’ 19 And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to 
kill him. But she could not, 20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a 
righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was 
greatly perplexed;[f] and yet he liked to listen to him. 21 But an opportunity came 
when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and 
for the leaders of Galilee. 22 When his daughter Herodias[g] came in and danced, 
she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, ‘Ask me for 
whatever you wish, and I will give it.’ 23 And he solemnly swore to her, 
‘Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.’ 24 She went out 
and said to her mother, ‘What should I ask for?’ She replied, ‘The head of John 
the baptizer.’ 25 Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, ‘I want 
you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.’ 26 The king 
was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not 
want to refuse her. 27 Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with 
orders to bring John’s[h] head. He went and beheaded him in the 
prison, 28 brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave 
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it to her mother. 29 When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his 
body, and laid it in a tomb. 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

 
After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
The following response may be used: 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of Baptism 
 

The Presentation of the Candidate 
 
Rowan, his parents, and godparents come to the front of Church and Sue 
Turner, Lay Reader, addresses the congregation: 
 
Faith is the gift of God to his people. 
In baptism the Lord is adding to our number those whom he is calling. 
People of God, will you welcome Rowan 
and uphold him in his new life in Christ? 
All: With the help of God, we will. 
 
Parents and godparents, the Church receives Rowan with joy. 
Today we are trusting God for his growth in faith. 
Will you pray for him. 
draw him by your example into the community of faith 
and walk with him in the way of Christ? 
Parents/Godparents: With the help of God, we will. 
 
 
In baptism Rowan begins his journey in faith. 
You speak for him today. 
Will you care for him, 
and help him to take his place 
within the life and worship of Christ’s Church? 
Parents/Godparents: With the help of God, we will. 
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The Decision 
 
We light the Easter candle to remind us of Jesus’ presence among us, and 
Sue continues: 

 
In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 
Therefore I ask: 
 
Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 
Parents/Godparents: I reject them. 
 
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 
Parents/Godparents: I renounce them. 
 
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 
Parents/Godparents: I repent of them. 
 
Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 
Parents/Godparents: I turn to Christ. 
 
Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 
Parents/Godparents: I submit to Christ. 
 
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 
Parents/Godparents: I come to Christ. 
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Prayer over the Water 
 

We gather at the font: 
 
Praise God who made heaven and earth, 
All: who keeps his promise for ever. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
We thank you, almighty God, for the gift of water 
to sustain, refresh and cleanse all life. 
Over water the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. 
Through water you led the children of Israel 
from slavery in Egypt to freedom in the Promised Land. 
In water your Son Jesus received the baptism of John 
and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, 
to lead us from the death of sin to newness of life. 
 
We thank you, Father, for the water of baptism. 
In it we are buried with Christ in his death. 
By it we share in his resurrection. 
Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore, in joyful obedience to your Son, 
we baptize into his fellowship those who come to him in faith. 
 
Now sanctify this water that, by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
all who are washed in it may be cleansed from sin and born again. 
Renewed in your image, may they walk by the light of faith 
and continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Lord; 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
be all honour and glory, now and for ever. 
All: Amen. 
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Profession of Faith 
 

Let us affirm, 
together with those being baptized, 
our common faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 
All: I believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 
All: I believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 
All: I believe and trust in him. 
 
This is the faith of the Church. 
All: This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
Rowan, for you Jesus Christ came into the world. For you he lived 
and showed God’s love. For you he suffered the darkness of Calvary, 
and cried at the last, ‘It is accomplished’. For you he triumphed over 
death, and rose to new life. For you he reigns at God’s right hand. All 
this he did for you, though you do not know it yet. 
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Baptism 
 
Rowan Luke, I baptise you 
in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

Signing with the Cross 
 

Christ claims you for his own, receive the sign of his cross. 
 
Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified. 
All: Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ 
against sin, the world and the devil, 
and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life. 
 
May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness, 
restore in you the image of his glory, 
and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ. 
All: Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
Welcome and Peace 

 
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism: 
Rowan, by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body. 
All: We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; 
we are children of the same heavenly Father; 
we welcome you. 
 
We celebrate and welcome Rowan with a round of applause! 
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We are all one in Christ Jesus. 
We belong to him through faith, 
heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All: and also with you. 
 
Deacon: Let us offer one another a sign of peace 
 
 

Music for Reflection – The Blessing 
 

1 The Lord bless you 
And keep you 
Make his face shine upon you 
And be gracious to you 
The Lord turn his face towards you 
And give you peace. Amen. 
 

2 May his favour be upon you 
And a thousand generations 
And your family 
And their children 
 

3 May his presence go before you 
And behind you, and beside you 
All around you 
And within you 
He is with you 
 

4 In the morning, in the evening 
In your coming, and your going 
In your weeping 
And rejoicing 
He is for you 
  
Kari Jobe 
© 2020 Elevation Worship 
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There will not be a collection plate passed around today, but please give 
generously to support St James (details on p.2). 
 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer 

 
The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
And now we give you thanks 
because by water and the Holy Spirit 
you have made us a holy people in Jesus Christ our Lord; 
you raise us to new life in him 
and renew in us the image of your glory. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you, and saying: 
  
  All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
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may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Deacon: Great is the mystery of faith: 
All: Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints 
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to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
All: Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
All: Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
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All: Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

 
Giving of Communion 

 
As has been our practice over the previous months, we receive Holy 
Communion in one kind (the bread only), with the celebrant alone receiving 
the wine on our behalf. In doing this we still receive the fullness of God’s gift 
to us. If you would prefer to receive a blessing rather than the bread, please 
keep your hands by your side.  
 
To indicate God’s blessing, the celebrant will make the sign of the cross, but 
will remain silent. 
 
Come to this table, not because you must but because you may; not 
because you are strong but because you are weak; not because you 
have arrived but because you are still on a journey; come because you 
love the Lord a little and want to love him more. Above all, come 
because he loves you and gave himself for you. 
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If you are joining the service online, you might like to use this prayer: 

 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion 

 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
We are invited to receive the bread or a blessing 
 
The body and blood of Christ keep us in eternal life 
All: Amen. 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Eternal God, our beginning and our end, 
preserve in your people the new life of baptism; 
as Christ receives us on earth, 
so may he guide us through the trials of this world 
and enfold us in the joy of heaven, 
where you live and reign, 
one God for ever and ever. 
All: Amen. 
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Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 
We share any notices. 
 
The Sending Out 
 

The Blessing 
 

May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water welling up to eternal 
life, perfect in you the image of his glory; and the blessing… 
 
All: Amen. 

 
Giving of a Lighted Candle 

 
God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness 
and has given us a place with the saints in light. 
 
 
You have received the light of Christ; 
walk in this light all the days of your life. 
All: Shine as a light in the world 
to the glory of God the Father. 
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The Dismissal 
Deacon: Go in the light and peace of Christ. 
All: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
Please remain in your seat until directed by a steward. 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material 
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
 
Common Worship: Christian Initiation material from which is included here, 
is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2006 and published by Church House 
Publishing. 
 
Music used in this service is under terms of CCLI Licence 17774 and Streaming 
Licence 169385. 
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